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Oregon community hospitals and health systems are committed 
to working with legislators, the Governor, and health care 

stakeholders to advance the Triple Aim: better patient experience, 
lower per capita cost growth and a healthier population. 



MEDICAID FUNDING 
Oregon community hospitals have 
repeatedly supported broad-based 
and sustainable Medicaid funding 
solutions. As policymakers move 
towards the 2019 budgeting cycle, 
hospitals will again work collaboratively 
to ensure access to care for our state’s 
vulnerable populations. While working 
toward this goal, policymakers need to 
take into account the effect on hospital 
finances and associated impacts 
on access to necessary services.

+ Support the Governor’s 
Medicaid budget

+	 Oppose	hospital-specific	rate	
cuts in the Medicaid or state 
purchasing programs.

+ Protect current state funding 
budget for Disproportionate 
Share Hospital (DSH) program.

+ Support increased state funding to 
maximize use of federal allocation 
funding for DSH program.

COMMUNITY 
BENEFIT 
MODERNIZATION 
Medicaid expansion and 
implementation of the Affordable 
Care Act initially led to a dramatic 
decrease in the amount of charity 
care provided by hospitals. 
However, many people continue 
to struggle to afford medical 
services due to high deductibles 
or not meeting Medicaid eligibility 
criteria. Oregon hospitals are 
committed to ensuring charity 
care for low-income Oregonians 
for hospital and clinical services. 

+ Support system-wide 
financial	assistance	policies	
that ensure charity care 
for low income patients 

+ Oppose state mandates that 
limit community’s ability to 
address local health needs

DRIVE MENTAL 
HEALTH REFORMS TO 
INCREASE ACCESS 
TO CARE 
Hospitals are on the front lines of 
providing mental health care to some of 
the most ill Oregonians, and see firsthand 
some of the most pressing issues facing 
our broken mental health system. 
Hospitals support solutions that ensure 
patients have access to appropriate 
care in a timely fashion and support 
innovative solutions to better manage 
patients experiencing mental illness.

+ Support pilot project funding for 
hospitals to alleviate psychiatric 
emergency department boarding and 
establish taskforce - HB 2624/SB 140

+ Support hospital funding for suicide 
prevention caring contacts and 
OHA to study the barriers to care in 
the community - HB2621/SB 141



TRANSITION TO 
VALUE-BASED 
PAYMENT 
Hospitals are at the forefront of 
designing and implementing innovative 
care models to meet the needs of 
patients. Hospitals support transition 
away from traditional fee-for-service 
models that incentivize volume and 
move towards to value-based payment 
models. This transition must be 
coordinated and aligned with common 
goals across state purchasing to ensure 
effectiveness and accountability.

+ Support an aligned and consistent 
approach to transition towards 
value-based payment models

+ Support a total cost of care 
approach to monitoring statewide 
health care expenditures

+	 Oppose	hospital-specific	
rate setting approaches

WORKPLACE 
AND GENERAL 
BUSINESS 
MANAGEMENT
Oregon hospitals are economic 
drivers of nearly $20 billion in 
economic activity in Oregon. They 
are the largest private employer 
in many communities, large and 
small. To carry out their mission 
of delivering high-quality care to 
patients, hospitals need partnership 
with policymakers to support 
policies that protect hospital 
employees and business models 
and to oppose harmful changes. 
As such, hospitals will support 
policies that increase access to 
care and providers in underserved 
geographic areas or populations. 
Hospitals will also support 
policies that promote healthy and 
productive work environments 
without excessive regulation or 
threat of excessive litigation.  

+ Oppose liability reform 
attempts which increase the 
non-economic damages caps.

PRESCRIPTION 
DRUGS
Prescription drug costs and overuse 
of opioid drugs are two issues facing 
Oregon hospitals and the patients 
they serve. Hospitals support 
measures to lower costs and increase 
transparency for prescription drugs 
in Oregon as part of the solution 
to reduce the overall cost of health 
care. Hospitals will continue to 
support policies aimed at reducing 
unnecessary use and access to 
opioids. Hospitals will continue 
develop and advance best practices 
for non-opioid pain care and alternate 
treatment options for persistent pain.
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